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NEVER
STOP
READING
Books are the quietest and most constant of friends;  they are the most accessible and wisest of 
counselors, and the most patient of teachers?.

- Charles W. Eliot-

The term ' read ' is a simple word, but the various destinations it can take you through this 
process is limitless. The hero that we become just by reading a fiction of superman cannot be 
replaced by the hero that we want to be by watching ' dawn of justice'. We absorb the 
thoughts and moments in those books and make it our reality. We skip into a parallel world 
where we are greeted by elves, princesses, eeries and whatnot.

Sounds great right...? This is the world of books, where we explore our imagination which we 
thought was limited. And by reading a sentence in a book,we are hooked in a very good way 
which actually helps us to understand ourselves. 

Reading is not just a habit, its life, it helps you to grow, it helps you to achieve, it helps you to 
remember the meaning for living. There are days in my life which restricts me from spending 
five minutes for reading newspaper, but on the contrast i see my dad everyday ( being a pretty 
busy guy he is) studying the newspaper, front and back with utmost dedication. I remember 
him repeating ? Knowledge and wisdom is actually an all in one package coming with reading, 
be it a newspaper , a magazine,a book, even a piece of paper with writings? every day. 
Everyone understands and do get that reading is very important, but being in a world driven 
by alexa , siri and cortana we neglect the need to read. We depend on our most efficient 
virtual assistants to deliver our 7 o clock morning news who by the way deliver it precisely 
without hesitation. Well, what can we say when they are commanded by their master-  
humans.

 Without even slightly complaining about technology we can bring change to our world. We 
can read. Lets get back to those days where we picked up newspapers by our own hands and 
started to read. Lets hand select those books that we wanted since childhood to understand 
why alice went to the wonderland in the first place. Lets take an oath to spend at least half an 
hour a day to read. To jump into the world of imagination, to explore the space, to speak 
klingon and even ride a unicorn.

 Ut hara Menon

The largest book in the 
world is

The Klencke Atlasat 1.75 
meters tall (about 5 feet 
9 inches) and 1.90 
meters wide (about 6 
feet 3 inches when 
open).
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Dear J.K.Rowling

You are an amazing writer. 
You know that feeling,when 
you are reading a book and 
you know that it is going to 
be a tragedy;  you can feel the 
cold and darkness approach-
ing, see the net drawing tight 
around the characters who 
live and breathe on those 
pages. But you are tied to the 
story as if being dragged be-
hind a carriage and you can-
not let go or turn the course 
aside....        This is how I feel 
trapped by reading your 
book, Harry Potter and its 
series. I won't be able to rest 
until I reach the end.

                                                             
Your books have happiness, 
victory, hatred, sufferings, 
death, tears, hardwork, love, 
family and above all "Friend-
ship" -  A friendship that has 
stood up against all odds. 
Even when Harry was hated, 
bullied, avoided by others, 
when he needed help,                         
when he was in danger or 
when they knew Harry was 
possessed by Voldemort, Ron 
and Hermione stood by 
Harry and supported him 
throughout his journey.               
They never betrayed or 
abandoned him. Above all the 
trio overcame all the hurdles 
and eventually became like a 
family that cannot be 
separated.

                                               
Your books have taught me a 
lot of lessons and thank you 
so much for making my bor-
ing and gloomy days so 
fascinating....

The HarryPotter books are allegedly 
the most banned books in America 
due to religious complaints.

Book Fact s

- Irene Roby

Postcard To M y 
Favouri te A uthor

(Jishnu Narayanan)
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YA SHODA 'S 
LIBRA RY

Yashoda Shenoy, a Class VII st udent  of  TD High School ,For t  Kochi 

runs a f ree l ibrary f rom  her  own hom e where you can f ind over  

3,500 books in English, Malayalam , Hindi, Tam il, Sanskr it , and 

Konkani.

Yashoda?s love for  reading books st ar t ed when she was in St d III. 

Once, her  fat her  had t o pay a f ine for  not  ret urning on t im e t he 

book  he had t aken f rom  a l ibrary. ?If  t hat  is so, how  can poor  chil-

dren af ford t o read books?? Yashoda asked herself .

When Yashoda needed space t o set  up her  l ibrary, her  fat her  who is 

an ar t ist  conver t ed a par t  of  h is gallery for  her  use. A fam ily f r iend 

helped in building t he racks for  t he books. The l ibrary was inaugu-

rat ed by Dr  K. S. Radhakr ishnan, form er  Vice Chancellor  of  Kalady 

Shankara Universit y on Republic day.

The l ibrary now has around 110 m embers, and Yashoda also re-

quest s if  each of  t hem  could donat e books f rom  t heir  personal col-

lect ion, whenever  possible.

Yashoda does not  charge any m em bership fee, but  she does re-

quest  t hat  t he books be ret urned on t im e. It  wasn?t  easy for  

Yashoda t o st ar t  a l ibrary and she looked t o her  fat her  for  help. Di-

nesh Shenoy put  up a post  on Facebook appealing t o book  lovers t o 

cont r ibut e t o his daught er ?s f ree l ibrary. Soon, help cam e f rom  her  

fam ily, who sent  her  books wor t h Rs 10,000. Lat er , Yashoda also 

st ar t ed collect ing books f rom  scrap dealers.

The l ibrary, which began w it h 2000 books, has now m ore t han 3500 

books: novels, st or ies, poem s and non-f ict ion, for  bot h children and 

adult s, in Malayalam , English, Hindi, Sanskr it  and Konkani. Books 

once t aken have t o be ret urned in t wo weeks but  can be t aken 

again. No f ine is charged if  t hey are not  ret urned on t im e. For  t he 

aged and t he sick , books are delivered t o t heir  houses. The 

youngest  m ember  of  t he l ibrary is t wo-and-a-half  years old, and 

she com es every week w it h her  fat her  t o bor row  books. Yashoda 

has special provisions for  her .

Rohit h M.B

(D
o

n
a 

B
 G

eo
rg

e)



1

Puthuvayil Narayana Panicker is known as the Father of the 
Library Movement in Kerala. The activities of the Kerala 
Grandhasala Sanghom which was initiated by P. N. Panicker 
ignited a popular cultural movement in Kerala at the end of 
which the state acquired total literacy in the 1990s.In the new 
face of Kerala Grandhasala Sangham as Kerala State Library 
Council, the founder of the organisation, P.N. Panicker was out 
owing to political interference. But Panicker needed to work 
further for the society, so, in 1977 he founded the Kerala 
Association for Non-formal Education and Development 
(KANFED). KANFED was highly instrumental in starting the 
Kerala State Literacy Mission which leads Kerala for its total 
literacy movement and Kerala became the first State which won 
total literacy.He has also taken keen interest in promoting 
Agricultural Books Corner, Friendship Village Movement 
(Sauhrudagramam), Reading Programmes for Families, Grants 
for Books and building libraries and Best Reader?s Award P.N. 
Panickerfoundation.

READING DAY
At last the Government of Kerala stepped in to accept the contributions of P.N. Panicker and ordered to observe 19 
June annually as Vayanadinam (Day of Reading) with a week-long series of activities at schools and public 
institutions to honour the contributions of P.N. Panicker to the cause of literacy, education and library movement.

(Dona B George)

The most 
expensive printed 
book in the world is 
the 1640 Bay 
Psalmbook from 
America. It sold in 
November 2013 for 
USD 14.2 million.

Book  Facts

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Library
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kerala
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